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Short Tit le

The first section of the bill provides that the
bill may be cited as the "Arts, Humanities, and Cultural
Affa:Lrs Act of 1976".
TITLE I -- ARTS AND HUMANITIES

Scope of Programs Carried Out by the
National Endowment for the Arts
Section 101 amends section 5(c) of the Act ~o
eliminate the restriction that projects and productions
supported by the National Endowment for the Arts must be
located within the United States.
ALLOTMENTS FOR PROJECTS AND PRODUCTIONS RELArrING TO THE ARTS

Section 102 amends section 5(g)(4)(A) of the Act to
provide that the amount of each allotment to a State for any
fiscal year shall be available to each State whj_ch has a plan
approved by the Chairman of the National Endowment for the
Arts to pay not more than 50 percent of the total cost of any
project or production described in section 5(g)(l) of the Act.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF Nf-iTIONAL COUNCIL ON ARTS AND
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON HUMf\NITIES

Section 103(a) amends section 6(b) of the Act to
prcivide that the appointment of members to the National Council
on the Arts made by the President shall be made by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate. Section l03(b) makes an
identical amendment to section 8(b) of the Act regarding the
appointment of members to the National Council on the Humanities.

I

Section 104(a) amends section 7 of th~ National
F'ounda tion on the Arts and Humanities Act .c:f 1965 (hereinafter
in this explanation referred to as the "Actn) by adding a new
subsection (f).
Subsection (f)(l) authorizes the Chairman of the
National Endowment for the Human it 1-es (he reinaf'ter in this
explanation referred to aE:; the 11 Chairman 11 ) , with the advice
of the National Council on the Humanities, to establish
grant-in-aid programs in the several States in order to
support not more than 50 percent of the cost of existing
activities meeting the standards established by section 7(c)
of the Act. Such grant-in-aid programs also may assist in
the development of programs in the humani t:Les in a manner which
furnishes adequate humanities programs in each of the several
States.

-~)
c-,.)/.
Subsection (f) (2) provides that in order to
receive assistance under this subsection in a given fiscal
year, a State must submit an application for such assistance
at a time specified by the Chairman. It further provides
that such applicat:Lon shall be a~:companied by an annual plan
which the Chairman finds (A) designates an existing State
agency having respom;ibility for the arts and the humanities
to be the sole agency for administering the State plan; or
(B) des:Lgnates a State committee on the humanities or other
appropriate entity as the sole agency for administering the
State plan. The subsection prescribes that the plan, if
appl:Lcable to a committee, shall have the following criteria:
that, prior to its submission to the Endowment, it be submitted
to the Governor of the State for approval; that it establish
procedures for the appointment by the Governor of a majority
of committee members within a three year period after the
date of enactment of this Act; that the membership policy of
the committee be designed so as to be broadly representative;
that a nomination process be included to assure committee
nominations from a variety of segments of the State; that
app-ropriate rotation of committee members and their officers
be provided; and that adequate reporting procedures be provided and procedures for public access of information be
established.
It also prescribes that funds paid to the State will
be expended solely on programs which carry out one or more of
the objectives of Section 7 (c), and that the State agency make
such reports as the Cha:Lrman may require.
Subsection (f)(3) provides that each State which has
a plan approved by the Chairman shall be allotted at least
$200,000 out of sums available to carry out subsection (f) in
any fiscal year. An equal allocation among grant recipients
must be made in any case in which insufficient sums are
appropriated.
In any case in which sums available to carry out
subsection (f) exceed the amount necessary to make allotments
of $200,000 to grant recipients (A) the amount of the excess
which does not exceed 25 percent of the sums available to
'
carry out subsection (f) for the fiscal year involved are
·made available to the Chairman for making grants under subsection (f) to states and regional groups; and (B) any
remaining amount must be allotted among grant recipients which
- have plans approved by the.Chairman in equal amounts, except
that no grant recipient may receive less than $200,000.
Subsection (f) (4) provides that any part of an
allotment made under subsection (f) (3) for any fiscal year
which exceeds $125,000, but which does not exceed 20 percent
of the allotment, is available (at the discretion of the Chairman)
to pay up to 100 percent of the cost of programs under subsection
(f). This provision applies, however, only if the programs
involved otherwise would not be available to residents of
the State involved.

SubsectL;n (f) (it) furtlF::r provide[; tr1at any amount
~llct~d to a State under the first sentence of paragraph (3)
for any fiscal yr::ar, which is nc:: obligated by the State
[3 :Lxty days before tllc: end of that fiscal year for which the
sum~ to carry out this program are appropriated, shall be
available to the Chairman for e;rants to regional groups,
whi,::'h are defined as any rnul ti-State group, wl:letlwr or not
representative of contiguous States.
Subsection (f). u~) alE\C provides that funds made
available under subsection (f) may not be used to supplant
non-Federal funds.
Subsection (f) (5) provides that any amounts available
under subsection (f) (3) for a fiscal year which are not
granted to the State agency or committee during the fiscal year
shall be available to the National Endowment for the Humanities
for the purpose of carrying out section 7(c) of the Act.
Subsection (f) (6) provides that whenever the Chairman,
after reasonable notice and opportunity for hearing, finds that-(1) a State agency or committee is not complying
substantially with the provisions of subsection (f);
(2) a State agency or committee is not complying
substantially with the terms and conditions of its
plan; or
(3) any funds granted to a ,g-roPr, State agency or
State committee, under subsection (f) have beeri
diverted from the purposes for which such funds were
allotted or paid;
the Chairman must notify the Secretary of the Treasury and
the grant recipient involved that no further grants will be
made under subsection (f) to the grant recipient until there
is no longer a default or failure to comply or until the
diversion of funds has been corrected. If it is impossible to
achieve such compliance or correction, the Cha:i.rman is
required to bar any further grants until the grant recipient
repays or arranges for the repayment of any Federal funds
which have been improperly divert~d or expended.
Section lOl(b) provide~; tl1at the amendment made by
section lOl(a) is effective with respect to fiscal year 1977
and succeeding fiscal years.
.

PA YMEN'L' .-y;i PERFOHMEHE; !\ND SUPPORTING PEHSONNEL

Sectior1 ioc5 amends ::ce:>'i::l un '7 of the I:. 2t. a8 arnc:;nd ed
8ection 104(a) oi the bill, ~y adding a new s~bsection (g).
Subsection (g) provides that a group, indivjdual, State, or
State agency may not receive grants under section '7 unless
~;:F:h group, indj_vidual, State, ur State agency provides
assurances to the Secretary of Tabor that (1) performers and
professional personnel employed on the projects or productions involved will be paid not less than the prevailing
mLnimum compensation as determiw~d by such Secretary; and (2)
working conditions will be sanitary and will not be hazardous
or dangerous to the health and safety of the employees.
Compliance with the safety and sanitary laws of the
State involved is considered prima facie evidence of compliance
wlth subsection (g). The Secretary of Labor :Ls given authority
to prescribe such standards, regulations, and procedures as
he deems necessary or appropriate to carry out subsection (g).
The Secretary of Ia.bor is given authority to prescribe such
standards, regulations, and procedures as he deems necessary
or appropriate to carry out subsection (g).
by
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Administrative Provisions With Respect to Surplus Property

\...
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Section 106 amends the .i-'\ct by providing that the
Endowments may receive or dispose of by grant or loan excess
surplus Federal personal property and makes nec:cssary conforming changes.

ATJTIIOIUZATION OF

/\PPROPRIATION~~

Section 107(a) amends section ll(a)(l)(A) of the Act
to authorize the: following amounts in order to carry out
section 5 of the Act: $92,500,000 for fiscal year 1977;
-$105, 000, 000 for fiscal year 19rt'[); and such s urns as may be
necessary for fj_scal years 1979 and 1980. Not less than
20 percent of any such sums which are appropriated in any
f:Lscal year shall be available for carrying out section 5(g)
of the Act.
Subsectj_on (a) also amends section ll(a) (1) (B) of the
Act to authorize the following amounts to carry out section 7{c)
of the Act: $82,500,000 for fiscal year 1977; $95,000,000
for fiscal year 1978; and such sums as may be necessary for
fiscal years 19(9 and 1980. Not less than 20 percent of such
sums which are appropriated in any fiscal year must be available for carrying out sect.ion 7(f) of the Act.
Subsection (a) also amends section ll(a)(2) to
establish the following limitations on appropriations which
may be made based on section 10(a)(2) of the Act: $15l,OOO,OOO
for fiscal year 1977; $20,000,000 for fiscal year 1976; and
such sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 1979 and 1980.
Section 106(b) provides that the amendments made by
section 106(a) shall be effective with respect to fiscal year
1977 and succeeding fiscal years.

TTTLE

II -- Huseum Services Program

Section 101 provides a short title, so that. this title may be
11 Museum Services Act ,,n

cited as the

Section 202 sets forth the purpose of the title: to assist
museums in their educational role, to assist them in modernizing their
rr..ethods an:l facilities arrl to ease their fimncial bur.clens as a result
of ircreasi ~ use by the public o
Section 203 establishes, within the Nationtl Foundation on the
Arts arrl the Humanities, an Institute .for the Improvement of Museum Services,
ani provides for a National Museum Services Eoard arrl a Director of the

Institute.
(a)

I

I

Sect,ion 204/ provides for ..1 National Museum Services Board
of 15 members: five memoors includi:rg and designated by the Chairman of
the National Council on the Arts; five members imludirg and designated
ey the National Council on the Humanities; and five memrers,who are
DG~ members of either Council 1 appointed
by the President with the advice
am consent of the Senateo This section further provides that the
Eielllbers of the Eoard shall be broadly representativeo
Section 204 (b) provides for rotation of the Board and
that no appointed mem1::er shall be eligible for reappointment
for more than seven consecutive years during the three year period
following such servlce o
p_~cribes

Section 20h (c) prescribes that the
shall be designated by the President from among
mt members of the Natio:n,.1.l Counc:il on the Arts
on the Humanities}' arrl that eight memrers shall

Chairman of the Board
the members who are
or the National Council
constitute a quorumo

-fa,-

Section 204 (d) provides ~ (1) meetings of the Eoard
no less than four times each year, (2) <_~'meetings whenever requested b;f
om third of the irembers, (3) and that whenever such a meeting is
requested one third 1 shall constitute a quorwn 0
<....11[ (~'""- 17\<i'~,l\1:..o'.,<!..>

Section 20li (e) provides for compensation of the Board
who are mt in the regula'j:;t full-tinB employ of the United States
at a rate mt to exceed the rate applicable to a GS-1~ and provides
.for travel expenses ani per diem compensation for Eoard members 0
Section 204 (f) provides the Board with responsibility for
the general policies of the Institute 0
Section 204 (g) requires the Poard to coordinate the
policies ar:d purpose8 of the Institute with other activities of the Federal

Governnent.
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Section 205 (a) prescrires that the Director of the Institute
shall be appointed by the President by arrl with the advice an:l consent of
the Senate o It provides that the Director shall be conpensated at
the rate provided for level V, U o So Code, an:l. that the Director
shall perform such duties and exercise such powers as the Board may
prescribe o
advise the
Section 205 (b) requires the Dire dor to kB'sfni~ Board
~- regarding policies of the Institute, in order to assure
coordination with other agencies and orgarri.zations of the Federal
Goverrunent concerned with the improvement of nr..iseums o
Section 206 (a) authorizes the Director, subject to
the management of the Board,.. to make grants to museums to ~
construct or install displays and exhibitions, to assist museums
in the development an:l maintenance of professionally-trained arrl
experienced staff, to assist museums in meetiq_; their administrative
costs with respect to their collections and services to the public,,
to assist museums in cooperative endeavors with each other, to
assist museums in conservation activities, and to assist museums
with regard to services to such areas as urban reighoorhoods,
rural areas, Indian reservations, and peml an:l other State institutions o
Section 206 (B) requires that grants made by the Institute
not exceed fifty per cen~um of the cost of the program i rwol ved o
Section 207 authorizes the Institute to accept gifts, grants
or bequests in the name of the United States an:l. requires the
Treasurer of the United States to keep account of such transactionso
Section 208 (a) authorizes appropriations for grants ,made
by the Institute as follows: $15 ,000,000 for the fiscal year 1977;
$25,ooo,ooo for the fiscal year 1978; and such sums as r.ay be necessary
·

for the e~}~~--~-~·~~--:~-~-~--cal__Ye~~So ----------------------------------

~ection 'iJs f'B} provide-:-~
0

/

defirri.tion for the term_ 0 museurn11
as includi~· in meaning a public or private non-profit agen::y or
institution organized on a pernanent basis for educational or esthetic "
purposes1 which utilizes a professional staff arrl conducts the exhibition
of the tar:gible objects in its collection on a regular basis for the puhlic 0

/
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Section 2100 an1en:l.s Section 4( ) of the National Foundation
9
on the Arts and the Humanities Act of 196;,, in order to include the
Institute for the Improvement of I-fu.seum Services within the National
Fourrlation on the Arts and the Humanities 0
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Section 208 (~ authorizes the appropriation to the Institute,
during the period beginning with the enactment of this Act and en:l.ing
October 1, 1980, of an amount equal to the amourrt contributed to the
Institute urrler Section 207 o
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Es ta bl:tshment of Proo·Y"arn
,_,)

Section 301 (a) permits tl11:; Chairman of' the National
Endowment for the Arts, with the ad v·Lce of the National Council
on the Arts, to establish a progrci.rn of contracts with, or
grants-in-aid to, public agencies and private nonprofit organizations.
The contracts and grants-in-aid shall be for the
purpose of (1) enabJj_ng cultural organizations to increase
levels of support and increase the range of contributors;
(2) providing admin:Lstrative and management improvements for
cultural organizatlons; (3) enabling cultural organizations
to increase audience participation in, and appreciation of,
programs sponsored by such organizations; (4)stimulating
greater cooperat5on among cultural organizations; and (5)
fostering greater citizen involvement in planning the cultural
development of a community.
Section 301 (b) limits the total amount of any payment
under this title to 50 percent of the cost of the program
involved.
Section 30l(c) provides that the Chairman of the
National Endowment for the Arts shall, in carrying out the
program, have the same authority as is established in section
10 of the Act.
Section 30l(d) makes the labor standards and practices
contained in the basic authorization of the Arts Endowment and
contained in Section (:L) and (j) of the National Foundation
on the Arts and the Humanities Act of 1965 applicable to the
programs to be carried out by this title.
AUTHORIZATION

OP APPROPRIATIONS

Section 302 authorizes t() be appropriated for each
fiscal year ending before October 1, 1981, an amount equal
,
to the amounts re.:.:eived by the Nat:ional Endowment for the Arts
for the purposes set forth in sect4on 30l(a). The amendment,
however, establishes the following c~eilings for such authorization: $15,000,000 for fiscal year JY77, and $20,000,000 for
fiscal year 1978. Such sums as ma.y be necessary are authorized
for fiscal years 1979 a.nc1 1980. 'Tl1c; amc~ndment also provides
that sums appropriated fer any fis:_'al year shall remain a va.ilable
for obl:Lga tion and expencli ture imttl expended.

10)

Section 401

~ets

forth the purpose of this title: to

in1: ccve the qualii;'i :tnJ availa.b:Ll:" ty of arts r:;du-.ation for all

;3f::Jdcnts by provtdL.:~; financial a:-os:Lstance for :Ln,service
ining and retra:i i 1·i_ng program~;, cl. 1~monstration pro,j ects of
A.L r~xemplary na turc ~ and the dev•:.: Jopment and d ir:> s emina t ion of
~J.p;:ropria te informa t :Lon and mate r:Lals on arts education.
t.TD.

Section 402 (a) authoriz~s to be appropriated to carry
cut the provisions of this title $10 million for fiscal year
19'(~1 , $10 million fer fiscal yca.r 1978, and sucll sums as may be
ne·23sary for the ensuing two fiscal years.
Section 402 (b) provides that sums appropriated
pursuant to subsec·tion (a) for any fiscal year shall remain
available until expended.
Section 403(a) authorizes the Chairman of the
National Endowment for the Arts, with the advice of the National
CotElcil on the Arts~ to make grants to or contracts with State
and local educational agencies, State arts agencies, institutes
of ~igher education and cither appropriate public or non-profit
organizations to develop inservice training and retraining
programs for art teachers and others irivolved in arts education,
to ~onduct workshops, seminars and related activities both to
develop and demonstrate outstanding arts education programs,
and to collect, analyze, develop and disseminate information
and materials on arts education programs.
Section 403 (b) provides that the Chairman shall give
appropriate prefersnce to proposals specifying that artists
and community arts re3ources will be utilized.
Section 403 (c) provides for adequate consultation
and participation, whenever practicable, with State or local
edu~ational agencjea.
Section 403 (d) gives the Chairman the same authority
as ~ontained in sectj.on 10 of the Act to carry out the programs
und1::1' this title.
Section 4ol.J. (a) provides that the Chairman of the .Ar.ts
shall con::; ult with the Commissioner of Educ a ti on and
wtth the John F. Yr:.;nnedy Center for the Performing Arts through
U c· fllliance for J\rL; Education :in order to insure improved
ccord:Lnation in thE; arts educaticn program assisted by this title.
Section !+cil~(ii) authori:c;e~-o the Chairman to enter into
C'CJ<.;Jlerative progr:J,!tL; with the Nat:Lunal Endowment for the
Hurrr:tni ties, the Jori;, I
Kennedy Cc~nter for tlle Performing Arts
at id the Office of
~L:a tion.
:f~r:dcwment
1

1
'.

ti}
Title V
Pa.rt A -- Bicentennial. lliallenge Grants

Section 501 (a) authorizes the Chairrnan of the National En:l.owrrent for
the Humanities, with the advice of the .National Council on the Hlunani ties,,
to establish arrl carry out a program, including contracts arrl grarrt.s-in-aid_,
in accord with the purposes of thi~; Part o

Section 50l(b) prescribes that the total am:>Unt of payment for
a program or project urrler this Part ma.y not exceed fifty per centum of
its cost , except as provided by Section 504 o
Section 501 ( c) provides the Chairman with the authority contained
in Section 10 of P ..Lo 89-209, and requires the Chairman to coordinate
the activities of this Part with the other activities of the National
Eniowment for the Humanitieso
.
,;, .
/'" llr..' fi.x:.1w:..,., c·<"l..

Section 502 (a) sets forth the .fin:l.ings Maart}31i!!~0xz~~iats:i~
of the Congress with :cesped to this Part, emphasizing that the continued
vitality of our denncraci;/a rerewed commitment to the principles embodied
in the Constitution, that the period between the 200th anniversary
of the Declaration of Indeper.dence and the like anniversary of the
ratification of the Constitution is an appropriate time to determine
our future goals in relation to our foun:l.i~ primiples, and that
there should be a new focus on TEW processes for solvirg our future
problems o
. .:rk.c~r- nv\s;::>-·1 r-<'· "'l.
Section 502 (b) establishes as the purpose/ of this Part a Bieerrtennial
Challenge Grant program giving emphasis to the i.nl.provement of citizen
participation in the democratic process, the development of new and
innovative insights, ani new approaches to encourage citizen imol vernent
in decision-making o
,.,~

Section 503 (a) provides for the authorization of appropriations
for this Part as follows: $1.5 ,000,,000 for fiscal year 1977.;, $20,000_,000
,
for fiscal year 1978; an:i such sums as may be necessary for the ensuing two
fiscal years o
Section 503 (b) prescribes that these sums shall reamin available
until expe nied o
Section 504 authorizes the Chairman, with the advice of the
National Council on the HumarrLties, to waive matching requiremerrts
under certain circur:i::;tarces for meritorious projects 0

Section

505

provides appropriate definitions fo:- this Parto

Section 506 ma..1<es the fair laror starrlards ~:i:nireani: prescribed in
Section 105 of this Act applicable to this Parto

191,.
Part B

-~

!i.m3rican Bi.centennial

Photographic arrl Film Project

(a)
Section 521/states that the Congress finis that the federally
supported photographic projects of the 1930 1 s created a ~al:lZx priceless
national resource, ani that the time of the Bicentennial presents
the opportunity to create a similar portrait, through photographs and
film, of the people an::l co:mnunities of the United States 0
Section 521 (b) states that the purpose of this Part
is to establish the Arrerican Bicentennial photographic arrl film
project by providing assistame to State arts agencies and with the
hfational Errlowment for the Arts serving as national coordin:rtor for the
projecto
(1)
Section 522 (a)/ authorizes to be appropriated for the purposes
of this Part $5,ooo,ooo for the fiscal year 1977, $5,000,000 for the
fiscal year 1978 arrl. such sums as may be nesessa.ry for the ensuing two fiscal

yearso
(a) (2)
are
Section 522/~Jo:t provides that such amounts as/appropriated shall
rerrain available urrtil expen:l.edo
Section 522 (b) that mt more than one-f:ifth of the su.'Tls
appropriated shall be reserved for the Arts Endowmerrt for the purposes of
section 524, arrl that the remainder shall be apportioned among the States,
ldth the first $3,000,000 d±~xd~a allocated to the States in equal amourrts,
ar:rl the remaining amount on the rasis of State populationo
Section 523 authorizes the Arts Er:rlowment to provide financial
assistame to the State arts agercies from the sums appropriated to carry
out this Part, arrl provides that such assistan:e shall apply to
appropriate equipment arrl supplies, for administrative· personnel,
for cataloging arrl processing and display of the photographs and
films produced o
Section 523 (b) (1) provides the Arts Endowment with authority
to determine necessary application procedures 0

··'

Section 523 (b) (2) prescribes that in providing financial
assistame the En:iowTiBnt shall give priority to prmnising photographers and
film makers who are either unemployed or un:leremployedo
Section

52h

prescribes that the Erxl.owment from funds appropriated

to carry out this Part pay necessary administrative costs and provide
direct assista~e to applicants of' special merit o Th:ls md:xeEzi:rolt
section further prescribes that the Endowment assure that
represerrtative photographs ani films an:l regatives where appropriate
are made available for the permarent collection of the Library of Congress 0

